LENIN

bourgeoisie. Is&ra9 edited by Lenins was serving as an effective instrument
for the organization of the working-class party in Russia. In the summer
of igzz* Lenin wrote that "the struggle which in the first half of the nineties
of the Last centnry was a struggle between small circles of young revolution-
aries, is now being resumed in the form of a decisive struggle among mature
political trends and real polirical parties."* The classes were forging their
ideological and political weapons for the impending revolutionary battles.

Lenin's intense .and tireless activities in" building up the Party, and Ms
determined and consistent straggle against the "Economists" bore fruit.
"Ecraomisar* vras ideologiaiSy defeated. In the summer of 1902 the period
of "confusion, disintegration and vacillation" drew to a close. Committee
after committee expressed its agreement with Iskra's programme^ tactics
plan of organization. Its victory was beyond doubt.

Lenin urged that it was now opportune and necessary to convene a Party
congress. This congress was to consolidate the results of the activities
which Iskra had been carrying on for nearly three years and crown them with
victory by officially proclaiming the formation of the Party. For it Lenin
prepared with the utmost care and circumspection. Practically all the work
of the editorial board of Iskra in connection with the preparations for the
Second Congress lay on Ms shoulders. Under his direction an Organization
Committee for Convening the Second Congress was formed. In Ms letters
to the Iskra organizations and agents in Russia he prepared them for the
forthcoming battles at the congress and nrged then to send the most reliable^
tried and staunch delegates.

In April 1903^ Lenin left London for Geneva^ where Iskra was henceforth
to be printed. Kere3 before the congress^ he wrote two articles. The first*
entitled "A Reply to the Criticism of Our Draft Programme/* was a vindi-
cation of Js^ra's agrarian programme. The second^ entitled "The National
Question In Our Programme/' formulated the theoretical grounds for the
slogan : right of nations to sdf-deteroaination. Kere, too5 in addition to his
work of editing Iskroy Lenin was busily engaged with the preparations for
the Second Congress. He carefully studied all the questions connected
with the congress,, he drafted the Party rules^ and drew up the standing
orders, the agenda and the resolutions on a number of questions that were to
come before the congress.

Delegates began to arrive In Genero a month or two before the congress.
Lenin took advantage of this to arrange frequent and intimate tails with the
delegates^ and he impressed everyone by his unassuming and modest de-
niea&0ar. He questioned the delegates about the state of affairs in the
districts from which they came and discussed with them many of the questions
that were IB come up at the congress. In this way he was able, before the
coagress opened, to ascertain the political position of every delegate., and he
clearly foresaw tow each of them would behave at the congress.

The Second Congress of the Russian Sodal-Demccratic Labour Party
was opened on July 17, 1903. At first, it sat in Brussels* but owing to the
difficulties created by the Belgian police it was transferred to London.
From the Yexy first day a fierce conflict raged between the revolutionary and
the opportunist elements^ which lasted tittoughout the proceedings. Hot
were fought on eveiy questidn, even of minor JTppoTtarr.ee.

Lenin exerted every effort to ensure the victory of the Iskra trend. He
elected a member of the Bureau of the Congress and of its principal
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